
Just an hour’s drive from 
Brisbane, North Stradbroke 
Island seems a world  
away from the hustle and  
bustle of city life. Monica 
McInnes explores the  
island with her family and 
wonders why she hadn’t  
been here sooner.

I’m a Brissy girl through and through. 
Sure I grew up an hour south, and I’ve 
lived in a few other country towns around 
our great land. But for me, Brisbane is 
home. Always will be. But despite all 
the exploring I have done in Brisbane 
and her surrounds, I had never been to 
North Stradbroke Island. I remember 
a lot of my high school friends would 
visit ‘Straddie’ for Christmas and school 
holidays, and as adults they continued 
to return to the island. I also recall never 
really being that interested in spending 
my holiday time at a beach, preferring 
instead bush camping and hiking.

Then, one long weekend in October, our 
family took the plunge. We booked our 
campsite at Amity Point Campground 
on Stradbroke Island, our ferry ride, and 
packed all the essentials for a camping 
long weekend. And, I don’t know why 
on earth we didn’t do it earlier!

North Stradbroke Island has a long 
and rich history. First settled by two 
Aboriginal tribes – the Noonuccal people 
lived on the land at what is now known 
as Amity Point, and the Gorenpul people 
occupied the land where Dunwich is 
now situated. History shows that in 
1803 the first white people came 
to North Stradbroke Island when 
explorer Matthew Flinders stopped at 
Mooloomba, which is now known as 
Point Lookout, as named by Captain 
Cook in 1770. Once ashore Flinders 
and his crew were assisted by the 
Noonuccal tribe to find fresh water, 
before setting sail again for Sydney 
to help a shipwrecked crew. As time 
went on several more explorers visited 
the island and renamed locations to 
their present day names. The island 
saw the establishment of a quarantine 
station in the 1850s, before it made 
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Clockwise from far left:  Point Lookout, North 
Stradbroke Island  |  Point Lookout’s North Gorge 

Walk  |  Soldier crab up close; Image: Monica 
McInnes  |  Stradbroke Ferries MV Minjerribah  
|  Sun setting over the mainland, complete with 

‘pirate ship’; Image: Monica McInnes

the road to Amity Point, to pitch our 
campsite before sundown. As we 
pitched the tents and started dinner, 
the sun glistening off the calm waters 
of Moreton Bay distracted us. The kids, 
on the other hand, were more interested 
in the ‘pirate ship’ moored offshore. The 
‘pirate ship’ is in fact a fishing trawler, 
which is common to see tied up for the 
night in these waters. The fresh seafood 
can be purchased just a short walk down 
the road at Rufus King Seafood. When 
dinner was ready we positioned our 
camping chairs to watch the lights of the 
mainland brighten and the moon rise in 
the night sky.

Morning came and we woke to the birds 
singing. When the kids emerged from 
the tents they were excited to see that 
the ‘pirate ship’ was still there. It was 
low tide, so we decided to clamber 
down the rocks, and old boat engines, 

way for Queensland’s first home for the 
old and infirm, known as the Dunwich 
Benevolent Asylum. Perhaps one of the 
island’s most famous treasures was Kath 
Walker – Oodgeroo Noonuccal – who 
penned some of the finest poetry about 
Aboriginal life.

Today the treasures of North Stradbroke 
Island are aplenty. From the stunning 
sunsets and sunrises, snow-white 
sandy beaches, bush hideaways and 
waterholes, fresh fish and turquoise 
waters, to scenic walks and whale 
watching. There is something for every 
family member.       

We met our fellow campers at the 
Stradbroke Ferries terminal at Cleveland 
and all vehicles were orderly ushered 
onto the ferry. Forty minutes later we 
arrived at the Dunwich terminal and 
immediately headed 20 minutes down 

to explore the sand below. We chased 
soldier crabs, waded through natural 
sand pools, spied sand worms, collected 
shells and explored the mangroves. 
We started to return to camp when we 
noticed the incoming tide and heard 
some hungry bellies rumbling.

After breakfast we headed out to explore 
the island. Our first stop was Point 
Lookout to do The North Gorge Walk.  
The 1.5km walk takes you past the most 
amazing views, and there are benches 
along the way for you to rest and take in 
the vistas, or, as we did, take plenty of 
family photos – there really is no better 
backdrop! You can marvel from a-high at 
the 32km stretch of sandy beach, gaze 
across the Pacific Ocean, dare to look 
down the rocky cliffs into the crashing 
waves below, and for the patient-folk, 
spot whales, dolphins and turtles in the 
waters. We all agreed this would be a 
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special place to watch the sunrise. The 
walk takes about 45 minutes, but since 
we had little legs and stopped a lot to 
take in the views and plenty of photos, 
we were probably exploring the walk for 
about 90 minutes.

On our return from the headland, we 
decided fish and chips for lunch was 
just the ticket. Conveniently located 
across the road from the walk, Fishes at 
the Point serves local produce and you 
have the option of eat-in or takeaway 
menus.  It was busy and finding a nice 
spot on the grass nearby seemed more 
appealing with two four-year-olds. After 
a quick play in the park, we headed back 
to the nearby ice cream shop we had 
spied a couple of doors up from Fishes 
when we were waiting for our lunch – 
after all what lunch is complete without 
an ice cream to wash it down? Oceanic 
Gelati has an ice cream to make every 
mouth water! 

Back at our camp we made the most of the 
high tide and fished off the rocks before an 
afternoon stroll through the campground 
past the enclosed safe swimming zone 
and to the jetty and rocks near the boat 
ramp to again try our hand at catching a 
big one. Nay, we were unsuccessful, but 
we did manage to lose a couple of hooks 
in the rocks. But the kids had a blast, and 
that’s the main thing.  On our way back to 
camp we watched a family of koalas high 
up in the gums.

Overall we were really pleased with 
our spot at Amity Point. Located on the 
western side of the island, its still water 
is an ideal location for families with young 
children. The campground has sites for 
camper trailers and caravans and some 
cabins for those not so keen to rough it. 
You can also choose between powered 
and unpowered sites. The shower and 
toilet amenities were clean and besides 
the many water activities to keep the kids 

amused, there are also a couple of small 
playgrounds available too. For the younger 
kids, we definitely felt we had made a 
great choice with this camping ground.

The next morning the kids enjoyed some 
more exploring on the beach during low 
tide before we explored more of Straddie.  
This time we headed inland to see the 
freshwater lakes, which are listed as one 
of the world’s most ecologically important 
wetlands. We decided to head to Brown 
Lake since it’s accessible by car. It’s 
perfect for young families as it doesn’t 
require a walk to get there, and there are 
plenty of picnic tables and a toilet. There 
were several families there enjoying the 
warm waters and shady spots along the 
lake’s edge. 

A little further down the road is Blue Lake 
National Park, and while I was super keen 
to get out and explore, I was heavily 
pregnant and didn’t want to overdo things! 
To reach Blue Lake it is a 5.2km return 
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Clockwise from above:  Trying to catch a big 
one; Image: Monica McInnes  |  Enjoying the 
pleasures of Flinders Beach, North Stradbroke 
Island; Image: Dave Kan  |  Beach fun for the 
kids – North Stradbroke Island has it all  |  
Koalas can be spotted high in the gums on 
North Stradbroke Island  |  Surf’s up on Main 
Beach, North Stradbroke Island    
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GETTING THERE
To get to Stradbroke Island you will need to take a 
ferry from Cleveland on the mainland, and about an hour’s drive 
east of Brisbane, to Dunwich on Stradbroke Island. Once on the  
island the three townships of Point Lookout, Amity Point and  
Dunwich are all linked by sealed bitumen roads.

Stradbroke Ferries takes vehicles, and the cost is based on the length –  
so camper trailers and caravans will cost extra. Do book early to secure  
a good deal and your preferred timeslot. Stradbroke Ferries also operate 
a passenger water taxi if you don’t have a car.

Between May and August 2016, excluding the school holidays, 
Stradbroke Ferries has a deal of $170 return per vehicle, regardless of 
what you are towing, so your camper trailer or caravan travels for free!

WHEN TO GO
Anytime is a great time to visit North Stradbroke Island! Cool off in the 
waters during the warmer months, or in the cooler weather, between 
June and November, you can whale watch from Point Lookout.

WHERE TO CAMP
You are spoilt for choice when it comes to a camping spot on North 
Stradbroke Island. In Dunwich you can camp at Adams or Bradburys 
Beach, and at Point Lookout you can camp at Cylinder Beach, Adder 
Rock or Home Beach. Or you can camp at the Amity Point Campground.  
All of these six camping spots are accessible by any conventional 
vehicle.  There is also foreshore camping at Main and Flinders beaches, 
and these are only accessible by 4WD.  

If you’re planning to 4WD while you are visiting you must purchase 
a permit. An annual permit costs $42.30 and can be bought from the 
Straddie Camping Office located near the Dunwich Ferry terminal. Or 
you can purchase it online before you arrive.

All camping needs to be booked and paid for in advance, and busier 
periods like school holidays book out quickly – probably from all those 
repeat visitors! 

But don’t worry if you happen to forget anything.  Everything you need 
is easily available on the island. There’s a butcher, seafood monger, fruit 
shop, grocery stores and even a camping shop, just in case you forget 
the tent pegs. And, if you don’t feel like firing up the barbie head to one 
of several quaint cafes or restaurants. Or why not while away the aches 
and pains of daily life with some pampering at the day spa!

FURTHER INFORMATION
For more information about camping, fishing and holidaying at North 
Stradbroke Island visit www.stradbrokeholidays.com.au, for ferry 
information visit www.stradbrokeferries.com.au or to book your 
camp site visit www.straddiecamping.com.au. 

FACT FILE

walk through the bush. I’m told the best 
time to visit is early morning or on dusk 
to see an abundance of wildlife, like forest 
birds and goannas and other reptiles.

While we were out exploring the heart 
of Stradbroke, we decided to continue 
on past the carpark for the walk to the 
Blue Lake and we arrived at the entrance 
to the 4WD beach on the east of the 
island. Only in an AWD, we drove as far 
as we could and walked to the top of the 
dunes to see what all the fuss is about. 
It’s safe to say, we fell in love with the 
idea of 4WDing these white sands and 
immediately started discussing what extra 
equipment we would need in our kit, aside 
from the obvious – a 4WD! Hopefully we 
will be back to explore this side of Straddie 
real soon, especially now since we have 
bought a 4WD!  

It is safe to say that Straddie certainly 
surprised us and we can’t wait to get 
back there!

DUNWICH

AMITY POINT

POINT LOOKOUT
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Straddie  
Lunch Specials

n  Monday – Thursday
n  Extra lunches only $15 pp
n  Choice of 6 different island restaurants
n  Terms and conditions apply

www.stradbrokeholidays.com.auCall 1300 303 766  
or (07) 3821 0266

*Available Saturdays departing Cleveland on the 5.30am and 7am services,  
and return from Dunwich on the 2pm or 3pm. Times subject to change.  
Online booking rate. Selected travel dates and conditions apply.  
Valid from 20.2.16 – 27.8.16, excluding 2.4.16, 23.4.16, 14.5.16, 6.8.16, 27.8.16.

return
170$

AND THE CARAVAN/
CAMPERVAN  
travels for free

*Valid Monday – Thursday only from 3.5.16 to 31.8.16. Excludes public 
and school holidays and 27.6.16 to 7.7.16, 8.8.16, 10.8.16. Selected dates 
& travel times apply. Limited availability. Phone bookings only.

the perfect  
Saturday Sunrise

SATURDAY SUNRISE SPECIAL 
take the car $89* return

07 3488 5300   stradbrokeferries.com.au

NORTH STRADBROKE ISLAND

Take your car to 

Straddie and enjoy 

an island lunch for 2

Only $125 
return!
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ALLURE STRADBROKE 
RESORT
•  3 nights in a 1 bedroom beach shack 

including a return vehicle ferry 
transfer

• Heated pool
• Private deck with BBQ
• 2 minute walk to beach

Starting from $262* Per person,  
twin share

PANDANUS PALMS

•  3 nights in a 2 bedroom ocean view 
villa including a return vehicle ferry 
transfer

•  Restaurant/bar, pool and tennis court
• Ocean views
• Private deck with BBQ

Starting from $144* 
Per person,  
based on  
4 people

THE ISLANDER  
HOLIDAY RESORT
•   3 nights in a studio apartment  

including a return vehicle ferry 
transfer

•   BBQ area
• Pool and floodlit tennis court
• 2 minute walk to beach

Starting from $214* Per person,  
twin share

DOLPHIN HOLIDAY  
ACCOMMODATION
•  3 nights in a 2 bedroom holiday  

house including a return vehicle  
ferry transfer

• Range of holiday houses
• Something to suit all budgets
• Pet friendly options available

Starting from $160* 
Per person,  
based on  
4 people

SAMARINDA JEWEL BY 
THE SEA RESORT
•  3 nights in a 2 bedroom garden unit 

including a return vehicle  
ferry transfer

• Water views  
• Pool and BBQ area
• 5 minute walk to beach

Starting from $157* 
Per person,  
based on  
4 people

WHALEWATCH OCEAN 
BEACH RESORT
•  3 nights in a 2 bedroom Garden/

National Parkside apartment 
including a return vehicle ferry 
transfer

•  Fully self-contained apartments
•  2 minute walk to beaches and cafes

Starting from $182* 
Per person,  
based on  
4 people

SEA SHANTIES -  
AMITY POINT
•   3 nights in a quaint open plan garden 

cabin including a return vehicle ferry 
transfer

•   Waterfront property
•   Private jetty
•   Some pet friendly cabins available

Starting from $242* 
Per person,  
twin share

TWENTY FOUR BIRCH 
STREET - AMITY POINT
•  3 nights in a self-contained 2 

bedroom unit including a return 
vehicle ferry transfer

• Private BBQ area
•  Close to swimming enclosure, shop 

& café

Starting from $117* 
Per person,  
based on  
4 people

STRADBROKE ISLAND 
BEACH HOTEL | SPA RESORT
•  3 nights in a Standard Hotel Room 

including a return vehicle ferry 
transfer

•  Bistro | Bar | Gaming | Day Spa  
facilities onsite   •  Pool

•  2 minute walk to beaches

Starting from $270* Per person,  
twin share

www.stradbrokeholidays.com.au
Conditions apply. Subject to availability. Off peak only, excluding holiday periods and long 
weekends. Price may vary depending on vehicle ferry travel times. Some packages may be 

midweek only. Available for selected dates throughout 2016.

Call 1300 303 766 or (07) 3821 0266

Copyright Stradbroke Island Holidays 2016C

NORTH STRADBROKE ISLAND
ON BRISBANE’S DOORSTEP
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