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M i n i  t r a i n s ,  m i g h t y  f u n
There is something romantic about steam trains, 
for adults that is – but for kids they are pure 
fun.  Monica McInnes relives her youth aboard 
a mini locomotive at the Willans Hill Miniature 
Railway in Wagga Wagga.

As we slowly pull out of Willans Hill Station a 
soft mist of steam dust settles on our clothes. 
We chug along the perfectly manicured track, 
through the cutting and over a bridge before 
stopping briefly at the signals. ‘Choo choo’. 
Rosie, our steam train, cries out to the 
passing train, and we all wave.

But Rosie is no ordinary steam train.  In 
fact, her size matches the majority of its 
passengers - children!  Rosie is one of 
several miniature locomotives puffing 
her way around the three-kilometre 
track at the Willans Hill Miniature 
Railway located in Wagga Wagga’s 
Botanical Gardens.  In operation 
since 1982, the 70 members of the 
Wagga Wagga Society of Model 
Engineers open their track to 
the public on the first and third 
Sunday of every month.  Most 
members have their train licences, 
but not all have their own locomotive.

“I’m planning on retiring soon and building 
my own loco to drive around here,” says Jim 
Weedon, Secretary of the Wagga Wagga Society of 
Model Engineers.   It’s likely to be a costly exercise.

“One loco imported from the United States cost its owner 
$40,000.”  

Still it’s hard to put a price limit on what many members experience 
as more a passion than a mere hobby.

“I love that the miniature trains are outdoors. The smells, the sounds, the 
realism of the track and how everything works - the signals, the track crossovers 
and the turntable for the trains. That is what I love most,” he explains.  

Running the club certainly isn’t done for money. At only $2 per ride per person, there’s 
no doubt these train drivers love what they do.  Some drivers come from all over to run their 
trains at Willans Hill.  One train had come from Tamworth for the day, and Rosie, our beloved 
steam train was recently at the Royal Easter Show in Sydney delighting thousands of children.

However, the first Sunday of November is when train enthusiasts and their locomotives from around the 
country converge on Wagga Wagga.  Around 70 locomotives will be puffing, chugging and tooting around 
Willans Hill, and children young and old are guaranteed to have a terrific time.

My own child certainly is. Back to our journey aboard Rosie, and we start to slow going up a hill.  The steam 
engine at the back gives us a little shunt.  My two-year old son turns to me and says convincingly “I think the train 
needs petrol.”  Sure enough, as we get moving again we round the bend into a dark tunnel, and we stop on the other 
side to ‘refuel’ with coal and water.

Chugging back into the Willans Hill Station Rosie let’s out a sigh. “Standing up straight, please and step out to the 
left,” instructs the Station Master.  We exit the platform carefully but not before thanking Rosie and her driver for the 
ride.

“All aboard” calls the Station Master.  Rosie pulls out of the station again and we wave goodbye to the next lot of 
passengers.  Another soft mist of steam dust settles on our clothes, and the lovely smell of burning coal lingers in the 
air.

WILLANS HILL MINIATURE RAILWAY 
Every year on the first Sunday in November, train 
enthusiasts from around the country are invited to 
show their model trains at Willans Hill. If  you can’t 
make it to Willans Hill then, trains run every 1st and 
3rd Sunday of  the month between 10.30am and 
12.30pm, 1.30pm and 4.00pm.  Cost is $2 per ride.

Wagga Wagga Zoo – open daily from 9am.  
Entry is free.

Riverina Museum – open Tuesday – Saturday 10am 
to 5pm, Sunday Midday to 4pm.  
Entry is free.

 By Monica McInnes


