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A loo with a view
Words: Monica McInnes

Don’t get caught with your pants down –  
choose the loo that’s right for you!

L
et’s face it, when 
you’ve gotta go, 
you’ve gotta go! 
But, when you’re 

camping, sometimes 
facilities can be limited, 
dirty, smelly, or even, God 
forbid, devoid of toilet 
paper. Many campers 
now prefer to take their 
own portable toilet with 
them. And, there’s lots of 
benefits in having your own 
seat in the bush: no mad 
dash in the dark and cold 
to the drop dunny; no fear 
of a friendly green critter 
jumping on your backside; 
no stranger’s mess to clean 
up before you go – you get 
the picture.

But what is the best toilet 
for you? Are they really that 
simple to use? And, what 
about cleaning them up and 
disposing of your waste?

A NSW NPWS spokesperson 
recommends people review the 
facilities offered at campsites 
and use, where possible, what 
is provided. However, if you still 
want the comfort of your own 
loo, then this is the list for you!

In search of the perfect 
camping toilet, we’ve done 
all the hard work for you. We 
looked at features, such as 
usability, storability, durability, 
environmental impact, ease 
of cleaning and, of course, 
the most important feature of 
any toilet – bush or otherwise 
– comfort. If you can’t find the 
perfect place to perch your 
cheeks from this list, then 
perhaps you’re after a seat in a 
five-star hotel instead.

Does the thought of 
putting your derriere on 
a public toilet, let alone 
a drop bush dunny, have 
you running for your 
shovel? Monica McInnes 
went in search of the best 
camping dunnies on the 
market – and there is sure 
to be one perfect for you!

Bush Dunny
Made from rust proof galvanised steel, this bush toilet ticks a lot of boxes. Its fold-flat design 
makes it nice and compact for storage at home and in the vehicle. When 
set up it has a large seat and is at a reasonable height for comfort, and it 
comes rated to support 200 kilograms. It includes a carry-bag with long 
shoulder strap making it easy to move around. However, despite it only 
weighing five kilograms, it seems to be one heavy unit. If it weren’t for the 
carry-bag, it would be cumbersome for some people to move around. 
It is also a little fiddly to get the steel walls to slot into the grooves 
underneath the seat. Once you’re sitting the weight does lock it 
into place making it very sturdy. The really unique feature 
about the Bush Dunny is that you could actually use it 
in combination with digging your own toilet. There 
is no bottom on the toilet so you could place 
it over the top of a hole making it very quick 
to dispose of your waste. Or you could place 
a regular bucket, or a plastic bag over the seat 
to collect your business. Either way, this versatile 
portable toilet will keep many campers very happy.

RRP: $79.95

Where to buy:  
Most good camping stores

More information:  
www.companionbrands.com.au

OZtrail - Folding Toilet Chair
As an excellent space saving option, this portable toilet 
folds away just like a camping chair. Its light, yet sturdy, 
design, complete with lock-out struts, will suit almost all 

campers. And those who like a generous seat, the toilet chair 
delivers. In fact, it could almost be too comfy with its removable 
padded seat!

You will, however, need to choose how to catch your business. 
Maybe it’s a regular bucket you have at home, or perhaps you 
want to look into bags. Whatever you decide, the toilet chair will 
hold you up nicely – provided you weigh less than 120 kilograms. 

RRP: $34.95

Where to buy: Most good camping stores

More information: www.oztrail.com.au

Companion - Thunder Down Under
This bucket-style loo is lightweight and feels sturdy when 
you’re going about your business. However, it does take 
up precious room in the vehicle. Bags can be purchased 
for the Thunder Down Under, which would make cleaning a 
breeze, or you can simply use the bucket and clean it out later. The 
seat itself isn’t the most generous, but the height from the ground makes it easy to get up and 
down. Another slight reservation is its lightweight nature suggesting it may be prone to tipping 
easily. If the unit was in a designated toilet room or on flat ground and braced with some rocks 
or dirt around the base it would be fine.

RRP: $39.99

Where to buy: Most good camping stores

More information: www.companionbrands.com.au
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MAKE YOUR OWN LOO
Materials

n  20L bucket – with handle 
and lid is recommended, but 
not essential

n  Pool noodle

n  Plastic bag – a dark bag would 
be best, or you can purchase 
toilet bags from good camping 
stores. Or you don’t need to use 
a bag at all.

n  Scissors

n  Toilet paper

Method

1.  Measure the length of the pool 
noodle around the top of the 
bucket. This will form your seat.  
Remember to leave a small gap 
at the front.  

2.   Cut to required length.

3.  Cut a slit in the pool noodle so 
it fits securely around the top of 
the bucket.

4.  Place bag/liner in bucket 
(if required).

5.  Fit noodle around the top of  
the bucket.

6.  Carefully pull the handle out 
from the bucket and place toilet 
paper on.

Of course there is always the old 
fashioned ‘free’ way to answer 
the call of nature – dig a hole. But 
what is the best way to approach 
this method to ensure we keep 
the wildlife, waterways and our 
fellow travellers uncontaminated by 
human waste?

Bushwalkers’ NSW has a 
Bushwalkers’ Code that stipulates 
the following in regards to the 
more primitive bush toilet: You 
should dig a hole to a depth of at 
least 15 centimetres and it should 
be at least 50 metres away from 
campsites and waterways. The code 
also stipulates that you should: ‘ … 
wait until you are out of sensitive 
areas such as caves or canyons …’ 
before you do your business and 
to, ‘ … carry out things that won’t 
easily decompose,’ like sanitary 
items, condoms or nappies. It also 
suggests that you carry a trowel or a 
‘large aluminium tent peg’ to assist 
with digging. For more information 
about the Bushwalkers’ Code, visit 
www.bushwalkers.org.au.

However you choose to go, don’t 
get caught with your pants down by 
choosing the wrong loo for you! 

Bog in a Bag
This compact and lightweight 
portable toilet is perfect for 
bushwalkers and hike-in campers. 
The three-legged stool is very easy 
to use and comes with its own 
carry bag and disposable bags. 
The bags are complete with a large 
pad at the bottom to help absorb 
any liquid and are black to hide the 
contents. It is actually a pad made 
up of superabsorbent polymers, or 
magic crystals, that absorb 30 times 
its weight and is used in nappies 
and incontinence pads. Disposal 
is as simple as sealing the bag 
and placing it in a bin – just as you 
would a disposable nappy. The 
unit is also quite hygienic. The bag 
covers the entire seat keeping all 
mess contained in the bag, and by 
removing the bag after each sitting, 
smells are also eliminated.

Bog in a Bag is the brainchild of 
Briton, Kate Castle, who was lying 
awake in her tent one evening in 
2008 desperate to use the toilet 
but dreading the dark trek to the 
ablutions. Kate thought there had 
to be a better way, and so Bog in a 
Bag was born. 

RRP: $29.95 for the Bog in a Bag.  
A packet of five bags costs $7.95.

Where to buy:  
www.boginabag.net.au

Elemental Pop-up Pooper
With the help of spring-loaded struts, this compact and 

lightweight toilet pops up quickly and is just as easy to put 
away. But don’t let its small frame fool you – this portable 
toilet supports up to 150 kilograms. It comes in a 
zippered bag with 12 biodegradable bags and packets 
of absorbent powder that turn your waste into an easy 
to manage disposable gel. You can also buy more 

when you run out. The inside liner of the toilet is also 
removable for cleaning. The lid fits securely to 

seal in any smells. It is very low to the ground 
and the seat is quite small, which is great for 
kids, but perhaps not so user-friendly for some 
adults. Even if you decide this toilet isn’t for 
you, the bags and absorbent powder could be 
used with some of the other toilets. The gel is 

very easy to dispose of at dump points and also 
eliminates nasty odours.

RRP: $59.95

Where to buy: Most good camping stores

More information: www.companionbrands.com.au

Portable Twin Flush Toilet
While in terms of its size its the most cumbersome toilet reviewed here, this toilet is nearly as good as bringing your own loo from home! It 

does require some set up with various chemicals and filling with water. But it holds a lot of waste and, best of all, it does stay free of offensive 
odour. The chemicals used at the bottom of the unit neutralise smells and breaks down the waste into an easy to manage gel for disposal either 

when you get home or at a dump point. Once back home you’ll need to do some cleaning of the unit before packing it away. It certainly is very 
comfortable, so depending on your camping set-up and your budget, this could be the loo for you.

RRP: $169.95

Where to buy: Most good camping stores

More information: www.oztrail.com.au

Homemade bucket loo
A homemade alternative to a store-bought 
portable toilet may be just what you are looking 
for, especially if price is a factor. Using items 
you might already have lying around your home 
is both a great way to re-purpose things, and it 
can help eliminate clutter. The easiest and most 
cost-efficient homemade toilet uses a 20-litre 
bucket and a pool ‘noodle’ for the seat – and 
out of all the tested toilets, this is by far the 
comfiest seat! It is also a great height for adults 
and the added toilet roll dispenser built in to 
the unit makes this homemade toilet a great 
alternative to the commercial offerings. While it 
does take up precious room in the vehicle, if it’s 
kept clean with a bag or liner, it can double as 
storage for all your bush toilet items including 
pool noodle seat topper, bags, toilet paper, 
and soap/hand sanitiser. And, when stored in 
the shed or garage waiting for its next camping 
adventure, all these things can be kept neatly 
inside the bucket.

RRP: $3 (for the pool noodle!)

Where to buy: Any good ‘dollar’ shop

More information: See the directions on the 
next page for how to make this masterpiece. M
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Visit our website  
www.gocampingaustralia.com.au 
for an easy-to-read portable loo  

comparison table.


