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Monica McInnes speaks with Pete 
Clucas from Riverina Ski Sports 
to find out everything you need to 
know to plan your first snow trip.
Let’s face it, winter in Wagga is cold 

and sometimes hibernating indoors 
seems like the best way to survive.  
Yet just a few hours drive away you 
can be beating the winter blues at 
one of Australia’s several snowfields. 
But before you head off, check out 
these tips from owner of Riverina Ski 
Sports, Pete Clucas, whose 30 years of 
experience carving up the Australian 
slopes will ensure you have the best-
ever snow adventure.

CHOOSING A RESORT
Thredbo, Perisher, Selwyn and Falls 

Creek are all pretty close to Wagga. 
The main factors to consider when 
choosing your mountain are budget, 
accommodation access to the snow, 
and length of your stay.  
Thredbo is Australia’s highest 

mountain and boasts the longest 
run.  It has a great village feel and 
accommodation is at the base of the 
mountain.
Perisher is Australia’s biggest skiable 

area resort and has a diverse snow 
park, which is excellent for those 
planning to snowboard.  It has some 
accommodation on snow, or you can 
stay in Jindabyne, and take the snow 
tube to the mountain each day (you 
can also stay in Jindabyne to access 
Thredbo via road).
Selywn is the closest snowfield 

to Wagga making it great for day 

trips.  It is also the most economical 
resort designed for beginner skiers 
and boarders.  There is also a great 
toboggan area for families to play 
together.
Falls Creek is Victoria’s biggest and 

premier ski resort and really the only 
one in Australia with a true ski-in ski-
out village.
All resorts in Australia cater for 

families with many having kid-friendly 
après ski activities to entertain the little 
ones – if they have any energy left! 

SKI OR BOARD
Your resort is sorted, now to decide if 

you are skiing or boarding.  Pete advises 
skiing if you only have a weekend at 
the snow as “it can be picked up more 
easily as it’s a little more natural than 
having both your feet strapped to a 
board.”  On the other hand, if you are 
keen to have a go at snow boarding, 
Pete recommends allowing at least 
two days in lessons and practising the 
skills before you really start to pick 
up the technique, adding “if you are a 
confident skateboarder, surfer or wake 
boarder you might be able to adapt 
quickly to learning how to snowboard.”
Whether you choose to ski or board 

make sure you take lessons – it will 
guarantee a much better time on the 
slopes.

GETTING EQUIPPED
Hiring your equipment before you 

head to the mountain has a couple of 
advantages.  You’ll maximise your 
time on the slopes by avoiding wait 
times on the mountain and you will 

ensure all your gear fits your properly. 
Make sure you also take goggles or 

eye protection and a helmet with you 
too. It is mandatory at most resorts or 
children to be wearing a helmet.

STAYING WARM
Layering your clothing is the best 

way to keep warm at the snow.  There 
are three levels of layers to keep you 
warm – base, technical and outer.  A 
base layer should be a woollen or 
bamboo thermal long sleeved top 
and pants.  Pete warns against using 
cotton thermals as these won’t dry 
quickly enough to keep you warm, 
and suggests an alternative could be 
stockings for women and compression 
skin garments. The technical level 
should be a fleece or a flannel jumper 
and the outer layer should be a snow 
proof jacket.
Gloves, scarves and beanies are also 

essential to keep warm in the snow.   

DRIVING TO THE MOUNTAIN
Before you hit the road Pete 

recommends hiring snow chains.  Be 
sure to have them properly fitted, a 
fitting demonstration and practise 
putting them on yourself. 
Also, if your vehicle takes diesel 

remember to fill up with alpine diesel 
at any of the service stations in the 
foothills of the mountains.  This is 
important as regular diesel freezes in 
the snow. If you aren’t able to fill up 
on your way, anti-freeze in your tank 
is essential.

Happy snow holidays!
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