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D espite my comparative youth, 
I was warmly welcomed to the 
inaugural Stone the Crows festival 
in Wagga Wagga over the Easter 

long weekend, but, this was not a festival of 
thuggery towards that iconic black bird – after 
all that would be illegal. 

No, Stone the Crows can best be described 
as a ‘school camp’ for the over fifties. It was a 
celebration of music, poetry, the great Australian 
bush and, most importantly, being on the 
road, exploring our ‘backyard’, discovering 

new adventures, and enjoying the people met 
along the way.

The festival is the brainchild of entertainers 
Jim Haynes and Grant Luhrs, and ‘Chief Crow’ 
Chrissy Eustace. Together they provided 
fabulous entertainment, activities and seminars 
for the festival goers. And, by all accounts, the 
successful event will be back again next year 
bigger and better! 

So what, there’s lots of events for grey nomads 
you might say, but this one was unique. In a first 
for Australia, Stone the Crows welcomed anyone 

over fifty regardless of their accommodation. So, 
you can sleep under the stars in a swag, erect 
a tent, put up a camper trailer, pop up a van, 
unhitch a caravan, park a motorhome or find a 
(large) spot for a fifth-wheeler.

It was this distinctive difference that had 
festival goers excited. And, I suspect, it was 
a damn fine attempt to break down any so-
called ‘barriers’ and rivalry amongst travellers. 
There are many motorhomes and caravan 
clubs all over Australia and often the club itself 
symbolises exclusivity. In fact, I met a group of 
solo women motorhomers who were very keen 
to meet a fellow solo traveller, but when pointing 
them in the right direction of the caravan they 
quickly informed me that their club was only for 
those in motorhomes. However, more recently, 
some caravan and motorhome clubs have 
started to open their membership to various 
mobile accommodation options, rather than 
that specified in the club title.  So, clearly, times 
are-a-changing!

I arrived at 8.00 am just in time for the Bush 
Poets’ morning show. The Jaeger Marquee 
was pretty full for a cold morning but inside 
things were really heating up! There was music, 
poems, yarns and stories being told and all were 
welcomed with lots of laughter. Up and coming 
star, fifteen-year-old Katelyn O’Donoghue, stole 
the show with a Dolly Parton number.

After the last yarn-spinner left the mike, the 
crowd dispersed quickly; some headed back 

Three A-vans all in a row. Sue lines up to demonstrate 
how to put her A-van up and down with ease.

The Easter long weekend is a perfect opportunity to head 
outdoors, smell the crisp air, relax and, of course, indulge in 

the odd chocolate or three. Monica McInnes spent a day during 
her break stoning a murder of crows at the Camp Kurrajong 

Scout Camp just north of Wagga Wagga in the New South Wales 
Riverina region. But, it’s not what you’re thinking. 
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Clockwise from left:  
It’s all focus in the disc throwing finals. 

 Chicken Scratch expert, Lyn, helps a 
participant in her workshop.  

 Technologically speaking: the iPads for 
Grey Nomads seminar was a full house.  

 Getting their groove on: participants in the 
Hip-Hop Move and Groove lesson.

to their camp for breakfast, others made their 
way to the nearby coffee van, and a mass of 
women made a beeline for the Hip-Hop Move 
and Groove session. After a quick warm up to 
the Nutbush (with thanks to Tina Turner), the 
ladies (and the odd gentleman) stepped, turned 
and pointed their toes, arms and hands as they 
learned (or reinvented) a variety of dance moves.

I left the groovers and headed to the poetry 
and bush verse writing workshop convened by 
the multi-talented Jim Haynes. I met Wendy (I’ll 
just use first names to protect the innocent!), 
a traveller from nearby Holbrook. Initially she 
planned to attend the event solo, sleeping in her 
swag, however, her nomadic friend Dennis also 
decided to come along in his caravan. Wendy 
took plenty of notes in the seminar as she’s 
looking to write some children’s stories, the 
first to be about gardening. This topic is fitting 
given she has a background in permaculture 
and environmental building techniques, and a 
passion for protecting the natural environment.

Dennis was quite a character. Originally from 
Bathurst, he left his career and hit the road in 
search of a simpler life. And now, sixteen months 
later, he has seen much of this great country and 
is enjoying life. The biggest challenge for Dennis 

travelling alone, he says, is the feeling of isolation 
when fellow campsite companions exclude 
single men from their bonhomie. However, he’s 
managed to solve this challenge by bringing 
other travellers to him to swap books and DVDs 
at his trusty caravan. So, if you see Dennis in your 
travels, be sure to go and say g’day.

Next event on the schedule was the iPad 
for Grey Nomads seminar and the hall was 
packed! The seminar wasn’t really about using 
the iPad, rather the applications (or apps) that 
can be installed to improve a trip. These ranged 
from GPS and mapping applications, to those 
that enable television show viewing, favourite 
newspaper reading, or radio station listening. 
Then there are apps like Trip Advisor and 
WikiCamps to plan the next destination. Best 
of all, you don’t need an iPad as most are also 
available on the Android system.

Nearly three hundred sites were pitched 
around the Camp Kurrajong Scout Camp on the 
outskirts of Wagga Wagga, which coincidently 
loosely means ‘place of the crows’ in the local 
Wiradjuri Aboriginal language. This was where 
the real fun began!

First up, I met John and Veronica from 
Yandina in Queensland who were quite at 

home in their minivan. This community-
minded couple, who help train guide dogs, 
were enjoying their first festival and travelling 
with their trusty dog, Dusty. Needless to say 
she is a well-trained little pooch. 

Next, I met Will and Mary, a couple of 
camper trailer travellers from beautiful 
Bellingen on the Mid-North Coast of NSW. 
Their compact set up with an elevated floor, 
was complete with washing line out the back 
(or should that be out the front?) They love their 
camper and say it has everything they need, 
for now at least. Both were very interested in 
participating in the activities over the weekend. 
Will, a keen bush poet, attended the poetry 
writing and verse performance workshops 
and submitted an original poem as part of the 
gReyVee Awards. Mary is very talented with a 
needle and thread and found time before the 
event to put together a bird-themed quilt for 
the gReyVee Awards. And what a real treat it 
was to have met this lovely couple: Will won 
joint first place for Best Original Poem, and 
Mary’s quilt won Best Original Wall Hanging 
or Embroidery. I was fortunate to get a sneak 
peak of her quilt before judging and it was 
beautifully vibrant and detailed.
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The city of Wagga Wagga in the New South Wales Riverina is situated 
on the banks of the magnificent Murrumbidgee River.

How to get there
Wagga Wagga is about four hours north of Melbourne, five hours west 
of Sydney, two and a half hours west of Canberra, and eight hours east of Adelaide.

Where to camp
Free camping is available in Wilks Park in North Wagga, with toilets, electric BBQs 
and a rubbish point. Paid sites are at the Wagga Wagga Beach Caravan Park on the 
banks of the Murrumbidgee River and the BIG4 Caravan Park on the eastern side  
of town.

About 20 km east of Wagga Wagga at Oura there is a free campsite on the banks 
of the Murrumbidgee River. Plenty of great camping spots are available here as are 
toilets, a boat ramp and good fishing. Furry family members are also welcome. 

When to go
Wagga Wagga is beautiful all year round. Winter is cold, but fine sunny days 
are enticing. And the autumn and spring colours are perfect backdrops to any 
camping holiday.

Further information
For more information about Wagga Wagga and its surrounds visit  
www.waggawaggaaustralia.com.au or call the local Visitor Information Centre on  
1300 100 122.
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Down the back of the campsite was a 
row of A-vans. Growing in popularity for their 
lower height and easy towing and erection, 
the A-vans I stumbled upon were owned by 
three lone female travellers, Sue, Susanne and 
Bev, who met up at the festival. Although, as 
they pointed out, they are not alone at all – as 
furry companions are close by. Sue gave me a 
demonstration of how quick and easy the A-van 
was to set up, and I would have nearly missed 
it if I wasn’t reminded to keep my eyes open. 

As I meandered back through the campsites 
on the way back to the main area to enjoy the 
afternoon’s activities, I was sidetracked by 
music. Under a couple of motorhome awnings 
four gentlemen were practising for the talent 
quest on Sunday night. Bob from nearby 
Narrandera strummed the guitar, Dick from 
Nagambie in Victoria was on mandolin, Peter 
from Ballarat played the baritone ukulele and 
‘ring-in’ Alan, from Melbourne, added the auto-
harp to the mix. They sounded terrific to me. 

Husband and wife team, Dorothy (Dot) and 
Max from Korumburra were also enjoying the 
show. Avid motorhomers, Dot and Max have 
been travelling and meeting up with Bob and 
Dick for around ten years, often meeting at the 
Mildura Country Music Festival. Mates Dick and 
Peter are in the same motorhome club. And, 
‘ring-in’ Alan certainly proved his worth to the 
quartet, winning Champion Entertainer as part 
of the gReyVee Awards.

By the time I got back to the main area, 
the Petanque (also known as boules or 
bocce) heats were well underway. And, 
the disc throwing finals were kicking off. All 
competitors were well supported from the 
sidelines too!

Indoors, the crafty crows were getting their 
fix, or as some of the men ever-so-politely put 
it: ‘stitching and bitching’! The afternoon’s 
workshop was tie-dyeing scarves and 
shopping bags, and a bit of chicken scratch 
embroidery too, which is patterned stitching 
on gingham fabric.

Not far away from all the action, I heard the 
strumming of a few humble ukuleles. Mates, 
Terry from Beechworth, Alan from Wauchope, 
Geoff from Wollongong, and John from Warilla 
were under some shady trees strumming away. It 
was a sweet sound, but I was assured they were 
amateurs and very new to the instrument. Their 
tight-knit group always welcome newcomers and 
Lorraine, a poetry performer from Bungendore 
and Lou, a musician from the Gunbar region, 
were no exception and joined the fun. 

Lorraine had her minivan parked alongside 
the big motorhomes and Lou was camped in a 
tent nearby. I asked about how they felt having 
tents, minivans, caravans and camper trailers 
here. All agreed it shouldn’t matter what other 
festival goers sleep in, everyone was there 
for the same reason: to enjoy the company of 
friends, old and new, participate in the activities 

and have a good time. Oh, and to play music 
loudly until all hours of the night, or at least until 
their wives tell them to come to bed!

But Terry summed it up beautifully:
‘It’s crazy to think we are against one 

another. We are all travellers of the same ilk. 
This is an innovative event to bring everyone 
together and it should be continued. Basically, 
when you get down to it, we all want to have 
fun. Special thanks must go to the organisers 
for putting on a wonderful show.’

The inaugural Stone the Crows festival was 
a huge success, and I’m sure planning for the 
2014 event is already underway. It will have a lot 
to live up to but, if this year is anything to go by, 
the organisers will search far and wide for new 
entertainers and put together a great program 
of activities, workshops, seminars and sporting 
events to appeal to all festival goers. So, mark 
this event in your diary now! 

And, if you are a ‘younger’ reader, next time 
you’re out camping and you see some grey 
nomads set up shop nearby, be sure to head 
over and say hello, you might just learn a thing 
or two. In any event, you’ll be sure to have a 
great time listening to their stories, and possibly 
their music and poems! 

Clockwise from left: 
Dennis the solo traveller outside his van-come-book and DVD swap site while on the road.  A murder of 
crows: Stone the Crows festival goers line up for a group photo.  Alan, Bob, Dick and Peter practising for 
the talent quest.  These motorhomes have the best view of all the sites; a beautiful rural setting north of 
Wagga Wagga.

When
Easter long weekend.

Attendees
There were 272 vehicles and more 
than 500 people in attendance 
from 172 different postcodes.

Food
The Scarecrow’s Mess was where 
the food was at and festival goers 
could choose to have their meals 
cooked for them here (a few 
options were available for each 
meal), or they could self-cater at 
their campsite.

Facilities
Toilets and showers were 
available onsite.

Activities
Festival activities included disc 
bowls, ladder golf, stoning the 
crows, trivia, poet’s breakfast, 
ukulele lessons, craft workshops, 
poetry workshops, dance classes 
and a dance evening, and various 
seminars on a range of topics 
were all part of the programme. An 
Ecumenical Church service was 
also held to celebrate Easter on 
Sunday afternoon. 

gReyVee Awards
Festival goers could enter the 
gReyVee Awards for poetry, yarn 
spinning, musical talent, including 
vocals, ukulele, and gum leaf 
playing, and sporting awards for 
disc bowling, petanque, ladder 
golf and stoning the crows. 

Further information
Stone the Crows Festival: 
www.stonethecrows.com.au 
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